Sumer is icumen in

Text, Melodie und Satz: Anonymus,
erste erhaltene Handschrift um 1260,
eingerichtet von Mirjam James
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»Sumer is icumen in‘ ist ein Kanon von bis zu vier Stimmen, der iiber dem zweistimmigen Ostinato gesungen wird.
“Sumer is icumen in” is a round for up to four voices which is sung on top of an ostinato for two voices.

Bedeutung in modernem Englisch / Proposed meaning

Summer has come, loudly sing cuckoo.

Seeds are growing and meadows are blooming and the wood springs now.
Sing, cuckoo! The ewe bleats after the lamb, the cow lows after the calf.
Bullocks leap, goats fart.

Merrily sing, cuckoo!

How well you sing, cuckoo,

don’t ever stop!

Ostinato: Sing cuckoo, sing now cuckoo.
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