
Choral Repertoire 
from Israel
for mixed voices

edited by Maya Shavit

Carmina mundi

Carus  2.304

Sa
bb

at
h,

th
e

Q
ue

en

International Federation for Choral Music



Title Composers / Authors* Setting Page

1. Shabat Hamalka T: Chaim Nachman Bialik SMzATB 6
Sabbath, the Queen M: Pinchas Minkovsky

A: Sara Shoham

2. Ali Be’er T: Chaim Nachman Bialik SATB, Pfte 10
Rise up, well M: Nachum Nardi &

Sara Levi Tanai
A: Sara Shoham

3. Bifat Hakfar T/M: Emanuel Zamir SATB, Pfte 18
On the outskirts of the village A: Sara Shoham

4. Halicha Lekesaria T: Chana Senesh SATB 28
Walking to Caesarea M: David Zehavi

A: Pnina Inbar

5. Ve’ulai T: Rachel SATB 31
Maybe M: Yehuda Sharet

A: Gideon Efrati

6. Dodi Li T: The Song of Songs SATB 35
My beloved is mine M: Nira Chen

A: David Morse

7. Iti Milevanon T: The Song of Songs SATB 39
Come with me from Lebanon M: Nira Chen

A: David Morse

8. Haduda’im T: The Song of Songs Solo, SATB, Pfte 43
The mandrakes M: Tzvi Sherf

9. Sapari Tamo T: Se’adya Ben-Amram Solo, SATB, Guitar, 48
Tell me, you innocent one M: Jewish Yemenite tune Darbuka

A: Tzvi Sherf

10. Halleluja T: Shimrit Or SATB 56
M: Kobi Oshrat
A: Pnina Inbar

Biographies 61

Texts – translations and paraphrases 62

*Abbreviations: M = Music and, A = Arrangement, T = Text

Covers by Max Ackermann (1887–1975), Ackermann-Archiv Bietigheim-Bissingen, Germany
These paintings, whose forms are connected by fine lines, could be interpreted as bridges between continents, nations, and cultures,
and thus could portray music as a bridge of song.
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In the 26 years since International Federation for
Choral Music (IFCM) was founded, we have worked
tirelessly to achieve its stated mission: … to facilitate
communication and cultural exchange through choral
music. We are pleased to announce a new collabora-
tion with Carus-Verlag to publish fresh, interesting in-
ternational repertoire and make it available to choirs
around the world. Through this partnership, IFCM will
help select respected editors whose job it will be to se-
lect music from their region of the world that meets
the criteria and makes possible cultural exchange.

I am certain that most conductors around the globe
are like me, in that they are constantly searching for
interesting repertoire that not only is accessible, but
that reflects the many cultures of the world. We feel
positive that this collaboration will open up further
opportunities to achieve this goal and in doing so will
help create a more peaceful world through a greater
artistic understanding of other lands.

Please refer to the International Choral Bulletin for
present and coming volumes and CDs, and how you
can obtain them. Look for the IFCM and Carus logos
for quality international repertoire!

Michael J. Anderson, Vice-President
International Federation for Choral Music
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Israeli music is rich in its variety of styles and colors. It
has many sources of inspiration, which are all ex-
pressed in the multitude of songs sung by one and all.
In many parts of the world, folk songs are passed
down from generation to generation verbally, where-
as in Israel, this tradition is virtually non-existent, the
exception being the songs derived from the various
traditions of the many ethnic groups who immigrated
to Israel from all over the world.

Musicians who came from a Western tradition have
composed most of what is known today as Israeli
songs. Many of these songs have become known as
the Classics of Israeli music.

In this collection the chosen songs are based mainly
on texts of Biblical source and on poems written by
some of our leading poets: Chaim Nachman Bialik,
Rachel, Chana Senesh, Shimrit Or. 

Among the composers are two of the pioneer-com-
posers, those who were of the first generation born in
Israel: David Zehavi and Emanuel Zamir. Other

names of composers and arrangers in this collection
belong to younger generation, people who write and
compose today, taking active part in the cultural
life of modern Israel : Nira Chen, Sara Shoham, Pnina
Inbar, Tzvi Sherf, Kobi Oshrat, David Morse and
Gideon Efrati.

A significant point may be mentioned in regard with
the two songs by Nira Chen, to Biblical texts of Song
of Songs: These tunes were composed in a close col-
laboration between the composer and a leading fig-
ure in the dance-scene: Rivka Shturman, member of
the same Kibbutz as Nira Chen.

Ms. Shturman was a pioneer in the field of shaping
the new, modern tradition of Jewish Holidays, by
composing dances based on simple, folk-like steps.
Many of her dances, such as Dodi Li and Iti Mile-
vanon are well known now all over the world as
Israeli Folk Dances.

Maya Shavit
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Foreword

Hebrew Pronunciation Guide

Vowels:

a as in “cut”
e as in “ever”
i as in “in” or “Italy”
o as in “au revoir”
u as in “book”
ei as in “day”
ai as in “eye”

Consonants:

ch as in “chutspa”
g as in “get” (always hard)
sh as in “shop”
ts as in “boats”
z as in “zebra”
h as in “hot”



Born on Kibbutz Maa'barot, Israel, Maya Shavit stu-
died at the Music Teachers College in Tel-Aviv and is a
graduate of the Musicology Department of Tel-Aviv
University. She studied choral conducting in Israel un-
der Gary Bertini and at the Guildhall School of Music
in London under John Alldis. She is the Musical Direc-
tor of the Efroni Girls’ Choir, which she founded in
1981. The choir has received international acclaim
through concert-tours that have taken it to central
Europe, Scandinavia, Canada, the USA and Japan.
Maya Shavit is one of the most active members on the

Israeli choral scene today. For many years, she has
focused on promoting choral music through the com-
missioning of new works both for children’s choirs
throughout the country and abroad as well as for her
own Efroni Choir. This project has created new in-
terest in children’s choirs in Israel and as a result many
Israeli choirs have attained success on an internation-
al level. Today Maya Shavit is the head of “Hallel”,
the Israeli Choral Organization, and she also leads
many projects aimed at helping conductors and choirs
to achieve choral excellence at the highest levels.
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